
Superstorm Sandy Aftermath —  
No NYC Homes Rebuilt  !

It has been a year-and-a-half since Superstorm 
Sandy slammed into the East coast of the United 
States. New York City was one of the areas the 
storm hit the hardest. Thousands of homes were 
seriously damaged or destroyed. City officials asked 
for federal help and picked up a $1.5 billion grant to 
start the rebuilding process.  !
Former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg named it the Build-It-Back Program 
and laid out the program’s goals: repair, rebuild and elevate. Some money was also 
designated for renters and people owning multi-family dwellings like apartments and 
duplexes.  !
So here we are all that time later and that $1.5 billion has done what? Almost nothing. 
Statistics say 20,000 people have applied for money from the grant. Exactly three 
houses have seen any action and they’re only under construction.  !
They’re not finished. !
And city officials say they’ll need an additional $1 billion to move that nothing along. Just 
three homes and $1.5 billion? More money is needed? What’s going on?  !
Amy Peterson is new Mayor Bill de Blasio’s new director of housing recovery. She’s 
charged with trying to figure out what’s happening — or in this case, what’s not 
happening. Here’s her list of the program’s troubles: !

• Long wait periods between applicant meetings. 
• Lost paperwork. 
• Poor paperwork tracking. 
• Confusing procedures. 
• Staff communication with applicants confusing. 
• Responsibility being passed from one agency to another and then to another. 
• Last minute appointment cancellations. !

Now Peterson and the mayor are taking action. A couple of weeks ago de Blasio put 
$100 million more into the pot to make sure everyone with a destroyed home will get 
action if the cost of rebuilding is 85% or more than the cost of a new home. !
It’s a start but it’s really not enough money. In fact, it only covered 500 homes. There 
are many thousands more. So de Blasio and Peterson are asking the government for $1 
billion in additional funds. It’ll hopefully come via a block grant from the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 


