
The Individual Mandate  
not much of a Mandate !

The individual mandate in the Affordable Care Act 
says everyone is required to purchase — or have 
purchased for them — health insurance. If you 
don’t do it by the registration deadline of March 
31st then you’ll be fined. !
Maybe.  !
Actually the maybe just mentioned is closer to not at all than maybe you will be. Millions 
— it seems — are exempt from the law. And we’re serious about that figure. Here’s the 
list of what can get you exempted from the individual mandate: !

• You’re homeless.  
• You were evicted from your home or dwelling in the last six-months or are 

currently facing eviction.  
• A utility company is threatening to shut off your utility and has sent you a notice 

indicating that will happen. 
• You are a recent domestic violence victim.  
• You recently experienced the death of a close family member. 
• A fire, flood or other natural disaster caused substantial damage to your property. 
• You filed for bankruptcy in the last six-months. 
• In the last six-months you’ve had medical expenses you can’t pay.  
• You have experienced unexpected expenses in necessary things to care for an 

ill, disabled or aging family member. 
• You have experienced a hardship trying to obtain health insurance.  !

Dan Mendelson of the consulting company Avalere Health said these bullet points are 
true and verified. Thought you had to have insurance? Confused? You should be. “If 
you’re a consumer and you’re looking at this, it leaves a lot of ambiguity. You don’t know 
if you qualify for a hardship exemption but you are very likely to fall into one of these 
categories — or are able to get into one of these categories,” Mendelson said. !
Republicans have been very critical of the individual mandate and say it is so “riddled” 
with loopholes and exemptions that it’s almost impossible to get tagged as non-
compliant. House Speaker John Boehner said the Obama administration — it seems — 
has intentionally gutted its own mandate. “Quietly, without any fanfare, there’s a real 
question about whether the White House has just abandoned the individual mandate, 
the heart of Obamacare itself. This is a huge public policy decision that could affect 
millions of Americans,” he said.  !



Robert Zirkelbach of America’s Health Insurance Plans agrees. “We have consistently 
raised concerns about any effort to sever the link between insurance market reforms 
and the individual mandate,” he said.  !
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Individual mandate or not, fine or not, a third of Americas without health insurance plan 
to remain that way. Or so says a new survey from bankrate.com.  !
Here are the survey statistics: !

• 41% will stay uninsured because they think insurance costs too much. 
• 70% aren’t away of the ObamaCare tax subsidies based on income.  !

Bankrate’s Doug Whiteman finds the second statistic unbelievable. “The government 
has spent over half a billion dollars promoting the Affordable Care Act and more than 
two-thirds of uninsured Americans still don’t know about the subsidies.”  !
Looking at that oh-so-critical 18 to 29 age group — the group the Affordable Care Act 
needs to sign up for it to work — isn’t. Of those in that age bracket:  !

• 60% said they will sign up for insurance sometime this year.  
• 28% say they’ll remain uninsured.  
• 31% of the 28% say the are going to remain uninsured because they’re healthy 

and do not need coverage.  !


