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sweetness
“When using a bi-color rose, it’s fun to play off the color combination the 
flower represents,” said Robbin Yelverton, AIFD, PFCI. The co-owner of 
Blumz…by JR Designs in Detroit and Ferndale, Mich., recommends pairing 
‘Sweetness’ (Esmeralda) in a vase of hot pink and white flowers, “accented 
with a beautiful ribbon treatment of hot pink.” Walter Fedyshyn, AIFD, PFCI,  
envisions it in a bridal bouquet paired with white hydrangeas. “The subtle 
red markings will really stand out against the hydrangea and her white 
dress,” said the creative design manager at Phillip’s Flowers in Chicago.

pacarina
“The vibrancy of ‘Pacarina’ 
(Esmeralda) would be a 
welcome choice for youthful 
bouquets using oranges and 
greens,” said Vince Butera, 
AIFD, PFCI. The owner of 
Butera the Florist in York, Pa., 
loves using bi-color roses 
in “natural, vintage style 
designs.” “They just remind 
me of a cottage garden,” 
he said. This particular 
variety, “an extremely 
versatile one,” would pair 
well with green hypericum 
and fresh grains, he said.

katari
“Breathtakingly beautiful,” said Ardith Beveridge, AAF, AIFD, PFCI, of 
‘Katari’ (Esmeralda). “You will see remarkable success when coordinating, 
complementing or contrasting other flowers and fibers with bi-color roses, 
which respond to the light as the petals unfold.” Beveridge, the director 
of education at Koehler & Dramm’s Institute of Floristry in Minneapolis, 
recommends adding reds, creams, soft greens, pinks or even fluorescents, 
which have become a major fashion trend for summer and autumn.

A Two-Toned ApproAch
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> Ombré proves to be one of the hottest looks of 

2012. Nary a runway, red carpet or shopping mall 

has missed this multi-tonal trend that suggests two 

shades are better than one. Models sported “ombré 

hair” in the Prada fashion show in February, as have 

dozens of actresses at film premiers and awards 

shows, including Gwyneth Paltrow, Sarah Jessica 

Parker and Drew Barrymore. Fashion designers from 

Badgley Mischka to Michael Kors have embraced it, 

which has already trickled down to mass retailers, 

such as Banana Republic, Ann Taylor and J. Crew. 

Consider bicolor roses one of the floral industry’s 

versions of the ombré trend. Acting as “a chromatic 

transition flower, marrying hues in an arrangement,” 

a bicolor rose creates a mono-botanical, bicolor 

composition, said BJ Dyer, AAF, AIFD. “Roses can 

shoulder the demands of a single-flower design 

by themselves, but bicolor roses offer more visual 

texture than roses of a single color,” said the co-

owner of Bouquets in Denver, a two-time winner of 

Floral Management’s Marketer of the Year. “Plus, the 

consumer loves them — and that’s good for sales.” 

Here are eight variegated varieties to try. 
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butterfly 
‘Butterfly’ (Fresca Farms) would mix beautifully with garden-style flowers, 
such as marigolds, orange and red dahlias, and orange and yellow zinnias, 
Fedyshyn said. He recommends arranging the flowers with solidaster, mixed 
grasses and stems of fresh green wheat in an old moss-covered terracotta 
pot “to add casual charm when decorating for outdoor garden parties.”

crazy one 
Fedyshyn envisions ‘Crazy One’ (Fresca Farms) in bridesmaids’ bouquets 
for weddings with girls wearing burgundy gowns. “The deep-colored 
dresses will really show off the rose’s light pink and fuchsia markings,” he 
said. “Tuck them into ‘Antique Green’ hydrangea to complement the rich 
shades even more.” Radford, Va., florist, Jeff Corbin, AAF, AIFD, PFCI, 
sees it as “a hit for Valentine’s Day, especially mixed with a big handful 
of pink tulips or peonies.” It would look equally elegant for wedding and 
party work, said the owner of Radford Florist. “I’d love to incorporate it 
with ‘Volkerfreiden’ delphinium for a Fourth of July bash,” he said. 

abracadabra
“I’ve always loved how different this looks 
and so do customers,” said Sylvia Bird, AAF, 
AIFD, PFCI, of ‘Abracadabra’ (Golden 
Flowers). The Fort Myers, Fla., designer likes 
to complement the marbled-looking rose with 
cream-colored freesia and green hydrangeas.

mozaico
Beveridge called ‘Mozaico’ (Fresca Farms) “the 
rose with a surprise inside each petal.” Cream-
colored speckling softens this edgy orange rose, 
as “vintage and contemporary style convene,” 
she said. She recommends a split complementary 
scheme using soft to bright blue flowers, leading 
to blue-greens and blue violets. “Keep the color 
composition fairly simple and group the roses 
together to bring attention to ‘Mozaico’,” she said.

red intuition
Corbin will reach for ‘Red Intuition’ (Golden 
Flowers) often in upcoming months. 
“It mixes well with fall favorites, such as 
sunflowers, purple statice, orange gerberas 
and wheat. For Christmas, it works with 
red carnations, holly berries, ilex, red tulips 
and amaryllis,” he said. And, of course, it 
will fit right in for Valentine’s Day, “given its 
compatibility with red flowers,” he said.


