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IT Trends Study Finds A Major Shift in Focus of IT Executives: 
Comprehensive Report Now Available Free to All SIM Members  

Overall, the study finds IT leadership is becoming more pragmatic, holistic, strategic, and 
business-focused, while also working to optimize IT operations and services, with priorities like 
agility, innovation, time to market, security, strategy, and the value of IT to the business.  
Consider that in the past year, CIOs have doubled the amount of time they spend on business 
priorities and strategy.  Moreover, in the past 24 months, the frequency of their at-least weekly 
interactions with their C-suite peers have increased by 31% to 200%.   

This year’s new entrants to the top-ten most personally worrisome technologies list are about 
making IT more responsive to the organization, while the four items that dropped off concern 
things IT leadership cannot control.  Thus, for example, IT agility and IT credibility replaced 
velocity of business and technology change.  This is very realistic and likely leads to real 
improvements to IT and IT’s ability to enable the business.  

The 2016 SIM IT Trends Study Comprehensive Report and SIMposium keynote slidedeck are 
available as free downloads only to SIM members at the bottom of the IT Trends Study homepage 
at http://www.simnet.org/?ITTrendsStudy (http://simnet.org login required).  Non-members can 
purchase this year’s report for only $895.  The slidedeck from the IT Trends SIMposium breakout 
session is a free download to all. 

A big thanks to the 1218 SIM members who participated this year, and a big shout out to all the 
chapter leaders who helped make that happen.  We would also like to extend a big thanks to this 
year’s sponsors for their generous support of this important SIM program. 
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Now in its 36th year, SIM’s IT Trends Study takes the pulse of the IT industry by polling SIM 
members.  This year’s study saw complete responses from 1,218 members, in 785 organizations, 
with total revenues of nearly $5 trillion and $250 billion in 2015 IT spending.  The study produces 
an unbiased report about IT leadership and practices by delving into important IT topics including 
priorities, budgets, salaries, skill needs, headcounts, performance measurement, and how IT 
executives spend their time.  For more information, visit http://www.simnet.org/?ITTrendsStudy. 
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