
 

Andrew Peller Expands skinnygrape Wine 
Brand to 330ml PET Bottles for New Spritzers 

 

Ready-to-Drink (RTD) Barrier PET Container from Amcor Provides Convenience and 

Portability for New Low-Calorie Spritzer 

                                   
ANN ARBOR, Mich., Aug. 18, 2014 – Andrew 

Peller Limited, a leading producer and marketer of 
quality wines in Canada, has introduced skinnygrape 

spritzers, a popular low-calorie spritzer in a sleek-
looking premium 330ml barrier polyethylene 

terephthalate (PET) bottle from Amcor Rigid Plastics, 
the world’s leading producer of PET packaging. The 
ready-to-drink (RTD) premium PET container 

delivers convenience and portability due to its light 
weight and shatter-resistant characteristics, 

enabling this spritzer brand to be enjoyed at 
backyard barbecues, picnics, swimming pools, 
beaches, and other outdoor licensed venues. 

 
skinnygrape, previously only available as a low-calorie wine in a 750ml glass bottle, 

is a naturally-flavored wine-based cocktail that has only 90 calories per bottle. 
Consumer response has been strong for this low-calorie spritzer which uses stevia, 
a natural sugar substitute. The highly attractive, custom PET container with eye-

catching graphics differentiates skinnygrape from other products in this highly 
competitive RTD category, according to Sarah Ripley, National Brand Manager for 

Andrew Peller Limited. “The slender bottle is extremely comfortable to hold,” said 
Ripley. “Our consumers are mostly women and this bottle sits comfortably in their 
hand.” Andrew Peller Limited moved to a single-serve size for the low-calorie 

spritzer based on an unmet demand for a wine-based low-calorie option in the RTD 
category. “We think the packaging is really fun and speaks to what our brand 

represents; and we believe our product offers consumers low calories without 
compromising on taste,” said Ripley. “From a consumer perspective, it boils down 
to brand, packaging, and taste.” 

 
Along with unique design capabilities, shatter resistant and portable PET bottles 

with a twist-off plastic cap provide an entry into new venues that do not allow glass 
because of the potential for breakage, opening up new sales opportunities. “The 
great thing about PET is that it travels well for summer weekends,” said Ripley. 

 
Another key feature is a unique barrier coating technology developed by Germany’s 

KHS Plasmax GmbH which provides extended shelf life. The 330ml PET bottle 
features KHS Plasmax’s Silicon Oxide (SiOx) barrier coating which seals the 
container from the inside to protect the contents from oxidation and carbonation 

retention. Plasmax is an FDA and Canadian compliant passive barrier technology 
providing extended shelf life. This ultrathin (less than 100nm) material is 



transparent and resistant to cracking, abrasion, and delamination. Moreover, it 
doesn’t degrade over time or have an activation time constraint nor limit the 

storage time for empty bottles. The barrier coating is easily removed during the 
recycling process without any contamination to the recycling system. 

 
Andrew Peller Limited also realizes key sustainability benefits with single-serve PET 
bottles. They are one-sixth the weight of glass bottles, have a low carbon footprint, 

and 100% recyclable with a #1 code. The plastic bottles also result in significantly 
reduced transportation costs and other supply chain efficiencies. 

 
Amcor’s “cradle to grave” development process played a key role in a speedy 
product introduction.  From design concept development, to unit mold sampling and 

third party filling assistance, Amcor was able to help with a successful product 
launch. “Our new product launch was highly successful because Amcor brought us a 

full range of design concepts and followed the project from development to 
execution with a high attention to detail,” said Ripley. “Their technical expertise and 
market knowledge helped to quickly take the design from concept to store shelf.” 

Todd Mastic, Principal Engineer and Project Manager for Amcor, said that “since 
Amcor is a market leader in this segment, we were able to bring industry 

knowledge and significant resources to bear on this project, thus keeping the 
development and commercialization costs and timing to a minimum.”  

 
skinnygrape spritzers are available in four-packs in Key Lime Lemonade and 
Blueberry Pomegranate flavors in Liquor Control Board of Ontario (LCBO) and NSLC 

(Nova Scotia) stores and The Wine Shop (100 stores in Ontario). The Wine Shop 
also carries an exclusive flavor, Strawberry Pineapple. Andrew Peller Limited is 

currently developing other flavors and expects to launch them late spring 2015. 
 
Amcor is a leader in the RTD Wine and Spirits industry and assists companies who 

are seeking alternative packaging for shelf differentiation, product growth, and new 
brand introductions.  “As the consumer market becomes increasingly drawn to 

PET’s convenience and portability, we expect continued growth for barrier PET 
containers in a range of package sizes for wine and other spirits drinks,” said Kerry 
Drewry, sales manager for Spirits, Wine, and Beer for Amcor Rigid Plastics.  

 
About Andrew Peller Limited  

Andrew Peller Limited is a leading producer and marketer of quality wines in 
Canada. With wineries in British Columbia, Ontario, and Nova Scotia, the company 
markets wines produced from grapes grown in Ontario’s Niagara Peninsula, British 

Columbia’s Okanagan and Similkameen Valleys, and from vineyards around the 
world. The company’s award-winning premium and ultra-premium VQA brands 

include Peller Estates, Trius, Hillebrand, Thirty Bench, Crush, Wayne Gretzky, 
Sandhill, Calona Vineyards Artist Series, and Red Rooster. 
  

Complementing these premium brands are a number of popularly priced varietal 
brands including Peller Estates French Cross in the East, Peller Estates Proprietors 

Reserve in the West, Copper Moon, XOXO, skinnygrape, Black Cellar and Verano. 
Hochtaler, Domaine D’Or, Schloss Laderheim, Royal, and Sommet are our key 



value-priced brands. The company imports wines from major wine regions around 
the world to blend with domestic wine to craft these popularly priced and value 

priced brands.  
  

With a focus on serving the needs of all wine consumers, the company produces 
and markets premium personal winemaking products through its wholly-owned 
subsidiary, Global Vintners Inc., the recognized leader in personal winemaking 

products. Global Vintners distributes products through over 250 Winexpert and 
Wine Kitz authorized retailers and franchisees and more than 600 independent 

retailers across Canada, the U.S., the United Kingdom, New Zealand, Australia, and 
China. Global Vintners award-winning premium and ultra-premium winemaking 
brands include Selection, Vintners Reserve, Island Mist, KenRidge, Cheeky Monkey, 

Ultimate Estate Reserve, Traditional Vintage, and Cellar Craft. The company owns 
and operates more than 102 well-positioned independent retail locations in Ontario 

under The Wine Shop, Wine Country Vintners, and Wine Country Merchants store 
names. The Company also owns Grady Wine Marketing Inc. based in Vancouver and 
The Small Winemaker’s Collection Inc. based in Ontario; both of these wine 

agencies are importers of premium wines from around the world and are marketing 
agents for these fine wines. The company has entered into an agreement to 

produce and market the Wayne Gretzky brands across Canada. The company’s 
products are sold predominantly in Canada with a focus on export sales for its 

icewine and personal winemaking products. More information about Andrew Peller 
can be found at www.andrewpeller.com. 
  

  
About Amcor                                                                                               

Amcor Rigid Plastics is among the world’s largest manufacturers of plastic 
packaging for the beverage, food, spirits, personal and home care, and 
pharmaceuticals industries with 65 facilities in 12 countries. Amcor Limited is a 

global leader in responsible packaging solutions, employing more than 35,000 
people worldwide, operating in 43 countries across 300 sites. Amcor supplies a 

broad range of plastic (rigid and flexible), fibre, metal, and glass packaging 
solutions to enhance the products consumers use in everyday life. Amcor also 
provides packaging-related services that help customers succeed through 

collaboration and innovation driven by art and science. Amcor is headquartered in 
Melbourne, Australia, and is listed on the Australian Securities Exchange. For more 

information, visit www.amcor.com. 
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