
HOUSE INTERIM CHARGES OF INTEREST 

On Nov. 25th, Texas Speaker of the House, Dennis Bonnen issued the following charges to be studied by 

the House of Representatives and their respective committees prior to the start of the next legislative 

session.   

Committee on Defense and Veterans’ Affairs 

 Study the potential impact of eliminating Regional Military Sustainability Commissions as an 

ineffective tool in assisting Texas military installations and their host defense communities with 

protecting the missions, operations, readiness, and resiliency of military installations. Identify 

new and enhanced strategies to replace the Commissions with land use limitations or 

restrictions, regulatory strategies, annexation powers, contractual agreements, or other tools to 

preserve military use areas inside and outside municipal boundaries. 

Environmental Regulation 

 Investigate the delegation of state statutory authority to political subdivisions of the state for 

the authorization and regulation of solid waste management infrastructure and operations. 

Determine the most effective approach to balancing the primary authority of the TCEQ, 

consistent with federal environmental standards, and the authority traditionally exercised by 

political subdivisions under existing law, including the regulation of land development and land 

use. Examine what allocation of responsibilities between state and local agencies is best suited 

to ensure the adequate capacity for solid waste management in the state, considering growth in 

population and economic activity, changes in demand for waste disposal and recycling, and the 

need to address future disaster response and debris management.  

 Study the regulation of commercial and residential irrigation backflow devices to determine if 

the State of Texas is adequately regulating commercial and residential irrigation backflow 

devices to determine the incidence of pollutant backflow into drinking water sources.  Review 

the TCEQ's stakeholder working groups. 

Higher Education 

 Evaluate current and future capital infrastructure needs at Texas public universities, health 

related institutions, and Texas State Technical Colleges in preparation for potential legislation to 

be considered by the 87th Legislature. Identify and evaluate alternatives to tuition revenue 

bonds for the State’s funding of higher education capital infrastructure needs, including options 

for addressing deferred maintenance needs at aging campuses.   

 Review progress toward the goals of the 60X30TX plan, including institutional strategies for 

responding to diverse and rapidly changing workforce needs and demands, including workforce 

education, industry certification, and degree programs to address healthcare shortages. 

Specifically review community colleges’ capacity to meet the goals of 60X30TX, including a 

review of taxing districts and service areas versus geographic areas of need.  Review the Tri-

Agency Workforce Initiative's work-based learning, industry-aligned internships, and industry 

credential initiatives. Consider whether legislative action may be needed to expand work-based 



learning and recruitment efforts for adults who have previously completed some college level 

coursework. 

Homeland Security and Public Safety 

 Study the implementation of emergency preparedness and disaster response and recovery 

legislation passed during the 86th Legislature, including HB 5, the catastrophic debris 

management plan for local communities to expedite debris removal following a disaster; HB 6, 

which creates the Disaster Recovery Task Force to help facilitate specialized assistance when a 

disaster strikes throughout the long-term recovery period; HB 7, which requires the governor's 

office to compile disaster regulatory waivers needed during a disaster; HB 2305, which enhances 

emergency management training for personnel at the state and local levels; HB 2320, which 

improves public infrastructure and the hardening of utilities and facilities; HB 2325, which 

improves communication, disaster technology, and public information distributed during a 

disaster; HB 2340, which strengthens data sharing and technology used in emergency 

management operations; HB 2345, which creates the Institute for a Disaster Resilient Texas; and 

HB 2794, which transfers the Texas Division of Emergency Management to the Texas A&M 

University System. 

Insurance 

 

 HB 1900, which amends the Texas Windstorm Insurance Association (TWIA) operations and 

funding practices. Review the rulemaking process by the Texas Department of Insurance (TDI) 

and the adoption of an updated plan of operation by TWIA. Monitor whether the purchase of 

reinsurance has increased or declined and determine whether this provision of the legislation 

has had any impact on premium rates. Monitor the appointment and work of the Legislative 

Funding and Funding Structure Oversight board. 

 SB 442, which requires insurers that do not provide flood coverage in their policy to disclose 

that the policy does not cover flood events. Determine whether consumers are being properly 

informed of whether they have flood coverage. Examine the development of standardized 

disclosure forms for all insurance policies in Texas (health, homeowners, and personal auto) to 

provide more clarity to consumers about what the policy covers and any exclusions. 

International Relations and Economic Development 

 Study Texas' current and future workforce pipeline structure, with a focus on input from the 

state's largest industries and middle skill employers. Examine what skill gaps exist within our 

state; identify methods of improving regional coordination and alignment between industry, the 

public workforce system, public schools, higher education institutions, and community based 

organizations to create college and career pathways; and provide recommendations to 

overcome barriers in the workforce pipeline and to enhance career path options. 

Committee on Land and Resource Management 

 Monitor the agencies and programs under the Committee's jurisdiction and oversee the 

implementation of relevant legislation passed by the 86th Legislature. Conduct active oversight 



of all associated rulemaking and other governmental actions taken to ensure intended 

legislative outcome of all legislation, including the following:  

 

•  HB 347, which eliminates the distinction between Tier 1 and Tier 2 counties and 
municipalities so that all cities are prohibited from using forced annexation. Determine if 
there is a need for further annexation legislation in Texas. Study how implementation of 
voter-approved annexation impacts the need for extraterritorial jurisdiction.  

 Review, in coordination with the Office of the Attorney General, the efficacy of the Landowner's 

Bill of Rights (LBoR) in explaining to landowners the eminent domain condemnation process and 

their rights and responsibilities under Chapter 21 of the Property Code.  Identify any omitted 

information which can enhance the landowner's understanding of the condemnation process 

and determine whether any other changes should be made to the document to make it more 

user friendly.  Determine whether it would be beneficial for the legislature to be more 

prescriptive in statute with the mandatory contents of the LBoR.  

  

 Study property owner's rights in eminent domain to examine and make recommendations on 

what should and should not constitute an actual progress to ensure the right of property owners 

to repurchase property seized through eminent domain by a condemning entity.  

 Monitor the State Auditor's review of agencies and programs under the Committee's 

jurisdiction.  The Chair shall seek input and periodic briefings on completed audits for the 2019 

and 2020 fiscal years and bring forth pertinent issues for full committee consideration. 

Licensing and Administrative Procedures 

 HB 2847, which is the omnibus occupational licensing legislation.  Monitor the implementation 

of revisions relating to the licensing and regulation of certain occupations by the Texas 

Commission of Licensing and Regulation, including the length of a license term, a fee for the 

issuance or renewal of a license, and any continuing education required to renew a license. 

Natural Resources 

 HB 807, which relates to the state and regional water planning process.  Monitor the 

appointment of the Interregional Planning Council by the TWDB and the Council's progress 

toward increasing coordination among Regional Water Planning Groups.  

 Study the efforts of the TCEQ, the TWDB, and the Public Utility Commission of Texas to 

incentivize, promote, and preserve regional projects to meet water supply needs and encourage 

public and private investment in water infrastructure. Identify impediments or threats to 

regionalization with special emphasis on: prioritization in planning and implementing the State 

Water Plan, Regional Water Plan, and other recommended water supply projects; barriers to 

private investment and the development of public-private partnerships to implement needed 

water supply projects, including the retail water and wastewater industry, to address the state's 

growth challenges; public water and wastewater systems that are unable to meet federal and 

state standards due to inadequate operational capacity and factors that prevent such systems 

from being integrated into larger systems and processes that more easily facilitate the sale, 



transfer, or merger of systems; and state agency authority to regulate regional water supply 

pricing.  

 Monitor the joint planning process for groundwater and the achievement of the desired 

conditions for aquifers by groundwater conservation districts.   

Committee on Urban Affairs 

 Monitor the agencies and programs under the Committee's jurisdiction and oversee the 

implementation of relevant legislation passed by the 86th Legislature. Conduct active oversight 

of all associated rulemaking and other governmental actions taken to ensure intended 

legislative outcome of all legislation, including the following: • HB 304, which relates to the 

governance of municipal management districts. Monitor municipalities' changes to governance 

of municipal management districts. Examine the potential utility of a standardized template for 

creation of municipal management districts. • HB 1136, which relates to the process for creating 

a tourism public improvement district. Monitor municipalities that elect to create tourism public 

improvement districts by petition. • HB 2858, which relates to adoption of a uniform swimming 

pool and spa code.  Examine the process by which municipalities plan and implement the 

uniform swimming pool and spa code.  

  

 Examine municipal ordinances and policies and their impact on local businesses and citizens and 

the overall impact on the economic health of the state and well-being of residents.  Examine 

and make recommendations regarding municipal ordinances relating to the short-term rental 

industry, paid sick leave policies, and homelessness issues.  

 


