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HEADLINES
TOS Urges Congress to Establish a Treat 
Obesity Caucus 

Obesity Community Participates in White 
House Meeting on Employer Wellness 
Programs

Obesity Community Comes Together at 
OAC Inaugural Convention

TOS Urges Congress to Establish a Treat Obesity Caucus

During October, TOS reached out to every Senate Office to gage whether any 
Senate office would be willing to establish a Congressional Treat Obesity 
Caucus to help highlight the need for both prevention and treatment of obesity. 
Unfortunately, only a handful of Senate offices even responded to TOS’s 
request and those that did stated that while they are supportive of the issue, 
they would not be able to champion such an effort at this time.

Currently, there are over 200 Congressional caucuses -- focusing on numerous 
issues including cancer, diabetes, cardiovascular and vascular disease and 
mental illness. In addition to these health related caucuses, legislators also 
support caucus such as the Algae Energy Caucus, Wild Salmon Caucus, the 
Congressional Cement Caucus, Congressional Dietary Supplement Caucus, 
and the Congressional Shellfish Caucus.

Needless to say, TOS is disappointed by the lack of interest in Senate office 
taking a leadership role to establish a Treat Obesity Caucus. Over the coming 
weeks, TOS leadership will be working with other groups in the obesity 
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community to meet with as many Senate offices as possible to apply pressure 
on Capitol Hill regarding the need for a Treat Obesity Caucus

Obesity Community Participates in White House Meeting on 
Employer Wellness Programs

On October 31, 2012, representatives from the obesity community (TOS, OAC, 
ASBP and ASMBS) participated in a Families USA coordinated meeting with 
senior White House staff and leadership from the Departments of Labor, 
Treasury, and Health and Human Services (HHS) to discuss issues surrounding 
employer wellness incentive programs. Specifically, participating groups 
highlighted recent recommendations included in an AHA, ADA, ACS-CAN, 
HERO's Consensus Statement, entitled "Guidance for Reasonably Designed, 
Employer-Sponsored Wellness Program Using Outcomes-Based Incentives.”

The meeting was very productive with issues surrounding those affected by 
obesity comprising a major portion of the discussion. TOS Advocacy 
Committee Chair Ted Kyle spoke for the obesity community -- outlining what 
works, and what doesn’t work, regarding employer wellness incentive 
programs targeted at obesity. In addition, obesity advocates urged 
policymakers to, at a minimum, ensure that there is parity in coverage for 
obesity treatments compared to treatment avenues for other conditions subject 
to wellness programs such as high blood pressure, high cholesterol and 
smoking cessation. The obesity community is formulating a follow-up letter to 
Treasury, Labor and HHS summarizing the points made during the meeting.

Obesity Community Participates in OAC Inaugural Your Weight 
Matters National Convention

Representatives from TOS, ASMBS and ASBP participated in the Obesity 
Action Coalition’s inaugural convention, which took place in Dallas Texas 
during late October. The meeting featured a special 4-hour long advocacy 
training session where over 50 OAC advocates learned about the basics of 
advocacy. The finale of the training was a series of “mock” Capitol Hill visits 
with a slate of 11 different obesity community leaders -- posing as legislative 
staff for their mock legislator. The training, particularly the mock Hill visits, 
allowed OAC advocates to sample what a real congressional visit on Capitol 
Hill might feel like. 
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