
Taxing the 2A to Death 
 
Houston-based Texas Law Shield, the No. 
1 self-defense legal program in the country, 
alerted its members nationally to an 
insidious attack on gun rights — the idea of 
“taxing” the civil right to keep and bear arms 
to death. 
 
The latest example is a proposal from 
Seattle City Council President Tim Burgess, 
who has introduced the idea of taxing the 
sale of every firearm and round of 
ammunition in the city to fund “gun violence 
prevention programs.” 
 
“Taxpayers in Seattle pay for millions of 
dollars in emergency medical care every 
year for people who have been shot,” said 
Council President Burgess. “It’s time for the 
gun industry to chip in to help defray these 
costs.” 
 

http://www.uslawshield.com/in-washington-state-taxing-the-2nd-amendment-to-death/
http://council.seattle.gov/2015/07/08/council-to-act-on-gun-violence-tax-mandatory-reporting-of-lost-and-stolen-firearms/
http://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/seattle-city-council-president-proposing-tax-on-gun-sales/


The tax would be assessed at $25 on each 
firearm and 5 cents on each round of 
ammunition. This would be on top of 
combined state and local retail taxes that 
are near 9.6 percent. 
 
Also, the City Council is considering an 
ordinance that has the potential of turning 
victims of thefts into inadvertent criminals. 
The “Stolen Firearms” ordinance, also 
under consideration, would require 
law-abiding gun owners to report a firearm 
lost or stolen within 24 hours or be subject 
to a $500 fine. 
 
“Illegal guns cause serious harm in our 
neighborhoods,” said Burgess. “This simple 
requirement will help law enforcement trace 
guns used in crimes and solve more cases. 
It is a straightforward and important step for 
gun safety.” 
 
Senior Vice President and General Counsel 



Larry Keane of the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF) said in an 
interview, “The NSSF will vigorously 
oppose this misguided attempt to blame the 
lawful and regulated commerce in firearms 
and ammunition products for the violent 
acts of criminals. The proposed tax is 
nothing but a poll tax on the exercise of a 
fundamental civil liberty protected by the 
Second Amendment.” 
 
Law Shield’s Take: This tax is designed to 
place a huge burden on legitimate firearms 
retailers and law-abiding gun owners. 
Additionally, based on our lawyers’ reading 
of the measure, the proposed ordinance 
may be a violation of Washington’s firearms 
preemption statute (RCW 9.41.290), which 
states, “The state of Washington hereby 
fully occupies and preempts the entire field 
of firearms… including the registration, 
licensing, possession, purchase, sale, 
acquisition, transfer….” 

http://www.guns.com/2015/07/08/seattle-considering-special-sales-tax-on-guns-and-ammunition/
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=9.41.290


 
Law Shield would like to see the Seattle 
ordinance fail; or if passed, see the 
measure challenged in court and tossed 
out. 
 
Texas likewise has a pre-emption measure, 
so it seems unlikely that the state’s big-city 
mayors or city councils would try something 
like this. But if this model stands up in 
Washington State, shooters nationwide will 
have to be on the alert so they can stop 
similar efforts in their locales. 
 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/LG/htm/LG.229.htm

