
 

 

Man down … range? 

Shortly after the conclusion of the USPSA Area 1 Championship, I was sent several copies of a 

competitor’s POV video showing an incident where he was returning to engage some targets and one of 

the range officers assigned to the stage was downrange.  NROI takes things like this very seriously, and I 

initiated an inquiry into the circumstances of the event.  Luckily, nobody was hurt, the competitor was 

aware of his muzzle at all times, and from the video and statements by the stage crew, nobody was 

swept, the 180 was not broken, and the competitor was allowed to reshoot.   

Our main interest in incidents like these is to be able to learn something from them, and to teach what 

we learned, through messages like this and in our seminars. 

Here are the salient conclusions from this incident: 

  Due to some issues with the poppers the day before, one RO was making sure they were 

functioning properly.  This is important in any match—managing your steel is crucial to keeping 

your stage running—but especially so with these poppers, because they activated moving 

targets.  However, Range Officers must keep their eyes on the competitor, and not get tunnel 

vision on a task that can easily be done while the stage is being reset.   

o Lesson learned:  watch the competitor and what’s going on at all times, until the Range 

Is Clear command is given, and try to anticipate the shooter’s moves—if a popper is still 

up, there’s a good chance he may want to shoot it again, especially (as in this case) he 

can see it’s up from another location or through a mesh/wire wall.  “Head on a swivel” is 

the operative term here. 

 

 Although it’s been widely speculated that the stage crew was early- or split-scoring on this 

stage, that was not the case.  The CRO was on the scoring device, and while he did get a little 

too far onto the stage, along with several competitors, their intent was not to do any early 

scoring, just get in position to get the time and begin scoring.  There were a lot of people visible 

in that video, however. 

o Lesson learned:   Range Officials-- keep everyone off the stage (using cones, a tape line, or 

clear directions) until the range is called clear.  The few extra seconds it takes to walk across 

the stage is worth not having to worry about competitors being in places they shouldn’t. 

Competitors—stay behind the lines and off the stage until the range is called clear. 

 



 At around 27 seconds, as the competitor begins to retreat, you can see the RO with the timer 

standing behind him, and he’s beginning to back up.  You can also see a wall brace directly 

behind that RO, and a competitor using a phone to video the competitor.  What you can’t see is 

the RO subsequently tripping over the wall brace, while trying to avoid the videographer.  

   

o Lesson learned:  keep everyone off the stage, behind the fault lines, while the 

competitor is shooting.  Video is not more important than safety, and the RO needs to 

maintain control of his stage.  If the CRO is comfortable with allowing one person on the 

stage to video, it’s strongly recommended that person stay behind the RO that is 

farthest uprange, not the RO with the timer. 

o Lesson learned:  ensure that your wall braces are out of the normal traffic flow, and try 

to anticipate where competitors might run, even if there are no fault lines there.  USPSA 

doesn’t mandate that you stay inside the fault lines while moving, only while shooting, 

so competitors may choose to solve the problem by running outside the lines.  The 

video clearly shows a path on this stage outside the lines, with a wall brace extending 

out into it.   

NOTE:  the RO falling down distracted the CRO, who was on the pad, and he didn’t notice 

the third RO heading downrange.  All of this added up to the “perfect storm” of having a 

crew member downrange on a stage that was still being shot. 

 It’s not clear in the video where the competitor’s muzzle was during the event, but it seems that 

it did not cover any person during this incident.  The CRO states that he didn’t see the 

competitor sweep anyone, and that the muzzle was pointed in a safe direction when everything 

came to a stop.    Kudos to the competitor for maintaining excellent muzzle awareness and 

discipline during this incident. 

Because we are a dynamic sport, and one that relies on volunteers for help in setting up and running 

matches, the education process must be ongoing and contemporary.  The Instructor corps is already 

incorporating this incident and the learnings from it into our seminars, but as active ROs, CROs, and 

RMs, please take every opportunity to educate new staffers with regard to proper stage operation.   

 


