
 

Production Questions 

Q:  In Production, I shoot a CZ P-09 9mm equipped with a de-cocker, no safety is 
present.  When making ready, I chamber a round and then de-cock the pistol before re-
holstering.  De-cocking lowers the hammer to the de-cocked intercept position, but the 
hammer isn't all the way down resting on the back of the firing pin.  I was instructed that I'm 
supposed to lower the hammer completely instead of just de-cocking.  I said that 8.1.2.2 says 
"hammer fully down or de-cocked" since this isn't a "selective action" pistol and that using the 
de-cocker is good to go.  The ROs position was that de-cocking isn't enough as the hammer isn't 
fully down and he wanted it down on the back of the firing pin. 
  
Which way should I make ready?  

A:  In a ruling issued in May of 2015, it was reiterated that the position the hammer falls to 
when de-cocked by use of the gun's decocking lever is the legal, good-to-go, position. 

Using the decocker, even if it drops to what appears to be a half-cocked position, is the 
"hammer down" position in Production Division.  Note that it specifically says the hammer may 
not be manually decocked to the half-cock position.   

And, effective 6/2/14: 

Does the CZ decocker or others similar, lower the hammer sufficiently to comply with 
Production division, and if not, how would they comply with the wording in 10.5.9 without 
being DQ'd? 

Manufacturers have installed decockers to take the hammer safely to a position that is deemed 
safe, therefore; the term fully decocked is the position that the hammer rest at once the 
decocker has been used. Altering a factory installed decocker to bring the hammer to rest at 
less than a half-cocked position is not allowed. 

Note:  lowering the hammer to half-cock manually and starting this way will place you in Open 
division.  However, if you start with the hammer in a position that allows the safety to be 
applied, and holster your gun in this fashion without applying the safety, (if one is present) it IS 
a DQ. 



Q:  So, can a shooter in Production AFTER the start signal, manually cock the hammer back, or 
rack the slide and begin shooting in SA? (Single Action) 

A:  Yes, in USPSA Production division a competitor may cock the hammer and fire single action 
after the start signal.  The hammer must be down at the start, but not for the first trigger pull, if 
they choose to cock it and then fire. 


