
2016 ELECTIONS – MEET THE CANDIDATES
The nominating Committee presents the following four candidates for election to the VACEP Board 
of Directors. The election is determined by members eligible who vote online by January 5, 2016. 

Darren S. Lisse, MD, FACEP
Reston Hospital Center, Reston, VA 

As most of you know I have served at the behest of the emergency physicians of Virginia for several years 
on the VACEP Board. In the 35 years I have practiced I’ve seen remarkable changes in almost every aspect 
of our specialty. Regulations and rules from all levels of government, oversight agencies, and hospital 
administrations threaten to overwhelm the individual ED physician and may well lead to an already 
unacceptable “burn-out” rate. I advocate for a return to the vital goal of knowledgeable and heartfelt 
physicians caring for the many and varied patients in our Commonwealth with a core belief in their primary 

welfare despite all the outside pressures. While medicine has become a business and monetary issues cannot be ignored they should 
not be the overriding objective in the delivery of care. Advocacy for the consideration of the business aspects of ED medicine as well 
as the maintenance of the hearts and minds of the ED physicians of our state are paramount. For these reasons I would ask for your 
consideration in returning me to the VACEP Board for another term. Thank you.

Member since 1982

Todd Parker, MD, FACEP
Chesapeake Regional Medical Center, Chesapeake, VA 

“I am passionate about not only improving the lives and workplace environment of Emergency Physicians 
in the state of Virginia, but also ensuring that Emergency Physicians thrive in the rapidly changing world 
of medicine.  The last few years, and more so the coming decade, will see dramatic changes to the way 
medicine is practiced, and more importantly how Emergency Physicians are reimbursed.  I have extensive 
experience in many of the critical issues that Virginia Emergency Physicians are facing right now, and would 
like to use that experience to better the practice environment for all Virginia EPs.  There are three primary 

areas that VACEP needs to focus its attention on right now:  

1.  Reimbursement reform - as we implement the Affordable Care Act, and ACOs (and their associated mandates) become the 
norm, how will Emergency Physicians ensure their practice options and reimbursement are not harmed.  And as Medicaid expansion 
eventually becomes a reality, how will EPs stand to benefit most from payment reform. I was intimately involved with the legislative 
process that ensured the repeal of PEND, and would like to use that experience to help with other issues affecting EM reimbursement 
in Virginia.
2.  Tort Reform - many states are dramatically shoring up their statutes protecting those that provide EMTALA related care.  North 
Carolina used to be a state that had a dangerous medicolegal climate, now it is considered much “safer” to practice in than Virginia. 
We must ensure Virginia is at the leading edge of protecting EPs and other physicians that provide EMTALA related care.
3.  ED Efficiency - it is critical that VACEP acts as a leading voice to ensure that Emergency Physicians are not burdened with the 
inefficiencies of hospitals.  Boarding, Psychiatric holding, and coordination of care resources should not be hurdles that ED physicians 
must constantly overcome.

With your support, I am dedicated to ensuring these remain the priority of VACEP, and that we continue to get results to make all of 



our lives better.  Thank you for your support.”

Member since 2007

Renee Reid, MD
VCU Medical Center, Richmond, VA

“I have been practicing emergency medicine for two decades and, along with many others; have 

witnessed the growth and fundamental importance of our specialty. ACEP faces many new challenges with 

complex changes affecting healthcare and the increased reliance on our unique perspective and expertise. 

Therefore, it is both an honor and a challenge to be nominated for the VaCEP Board of Directors.

As an active faculty member of an EM training residency program, the issue of specialty representation 

is a common and often controversial topic of discussion. I believe some of this debate results from many EM physicians, especially 

residents, not having an appreciation for the work that ACEP does behind the scenes promoting the interests of emergency care. 

An essential part of our mission should be to educate EM residents about the efforts of ACEP and the subsequent benefits to our 

specialty, that are unmatched by any other professional organization. In fact, one of the most powerful influences of ACEP, especially 

in Virginia, relates to the organization’s lobbying efforts at the regional and national levels, which are frequently overlooked and often 

unnoticed. 

As the number of EM physicians trained in Virginia increases, it is critical that ACEP has a strong presence within training programs. 

This is important to bolster membership and support for VaCEP, especially as these residents graduate and begin to work throughout 

our communities. It is essential that we make an investment early on in their training to educate them about the efforts and value of 

VaCEP to them on an individual level and then develop creative strategies to involve them in VaCEP and increase their participation. 

This strategy will facilitate their understanding of and loyalty to VaCEP which is crucial as they are the future leaders of our specialty.

There are currently many members at my own institution, that have a tremendous amount to offer VaCEP but who have yet to affiliate. 

As a Director, it will be one of my personal goals to reclaim former members and to cultivate new memberships, with a special 

emphasis on recent graduates.

In summary, as a member of the VaCEP Board of Directors, I will work to promote the specialty of emergency medicine for the benefit 

of all of our members, with a special emphasis on those in-training within Virginia. I appreciate your consideration for the position”.

Member since 2005

Ed Walsh, MD
Mary Washington Hospital

It is a distinct honor and privilege to be nominated to continue to serve on the VACEP Board 
of Directors. VACEP affords us a unique opportunity to forge change and shape the future of 
our specialty. In my previous terms we have achieved some amazing successes, especially in 
the past year. It has been an eye-opening experience to see my colleagues and the VACEP 
organization as a whole play an integral role in the development of our specialty. The Board is 
an amazing tool to exchange ideas and maintain a semblance of autonomy in a complex and 

changing environment.  I am very excited to continue to serve as a Board member. Thank you for the support!

Member since 2003


