
2013 Presidential Message 

I am honored to serve as your WOEMA President for 2013.  

WOEMA is streaming into 2013 with a rich 73-year history that has ranked us as 
one of the American College of Occupational and Environmental Medicine’s 
(ACOEM’s) largest and most active component societies.  During the last six 
years, I’ve experienced up close the amazing dedication and collaboration 
among WOEMA board members, past board members, committee chairs, their 
members and the WOEMA staff.  It is the “roll up the sleeves” and “let’s make 
this happen” attitude of our board, committee chairs, their members and 
countless others that explain how we are able to develop, implement and 
manage strategic plans with a spirit of camaraderie.   

I’m very fortunate to be working with an energetic and brilliant team in 2013:   

Dr. Bernyce Peplowski chairs the 2013 Western Occupational Health Conference 
(WOHC).  SAVE THE DATE for WOHC 2013 September 26 – 28 at the Sheraton 
Waikiki in Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii.  “Aloha and Pono” create the ultimate learning 
environment.    

Dr. Eric Won chairs the Education Committee.  The Education Committee meets 
regularly to ensure that WOEMA offers valuable educational activities such as 
CME webinars to our members.   

Drs. Bob Blink and Anne Searcy co-chair the Legislative Committee.  The 
Legislative Committee actively engages in weekly conference calls with our 
lobbyist, Don Schinske.  The WOEMA Legislative Committee has become a 
respected voice in regional occupational and environmental health related 
issues.    

Dr. Sachin Kapoor chairs the Website Committee. The Website Committee has 
created a website that invites tweets, Facebook posts and most importantly, 
keeps members updated on all WOEMA activities.  

Dr. Matthew Chan chairs the Membership Committee.  The Membership 
Committee reaches out to welcome new members and reports on value of 
membership issues to the President and Board of Directors.   

Dr. Bob Pandya chairs the Residents/Young Physician Group. This group meets 
annually at WOHC.  

Former WOEMA Presidents Drs. Conlon, Kownacki, Schumann, Papanek, 
Belcourt, Benner, Gean, Hudson, Hymel, Orford and many other former WOEMA 
leaders are actively involved in 2013 as committee chairs (Awards, Nominating, 
Economic Affairs, Ethics) and as members of committees. 

Executive Director Shannon Jamieson leads the WOEMA staff and has the 
“know how” to make any event come together successfully.  



The WOEMA Officers and Board of Directors (Drs. McIntosh, Vasquez, Levy, 
Kapoor, Terrazas, Blink, Breitenstein, Lenny, Lewis, Peplowski, Searcy) and 
Chairman, Dr. Walt Newman join me in preparing for a very productive and 
engaging 2013.  We have a full agenda for our first Board meeting in early 
February.     

On behalf of the 2013 Board of Directors, Committee Chairs, Executive Director 
and WOEMA staff, we thank Dr. Walt Newman for his enthusiastic and dedicated 
leadership as the WOEMA 2012 President. Dr. Newman reminds us of a 
Shakespearean quote, “It is not in the stars to hold our destiny, but in ourselves.” 
Dr. Newman will be serving as the 2013 WOEMA Chairman.  

We look forward to seeing you in Hawaii at WOHC 2013.  In the meantime, 
please e-mail or tweet us with your interests and join us on a webinar or as a 
member of a committee. WOEMA is YOUR Association. We look forward to and 
welcome your active participation. You may find us at www.woema.org.  

Mahalo, 

Leslie M. Israel, DO, MPH, FACOEM 

 

http://www.woema.org/

