
WQA issues new standard for manganese removal 
 
WQA has received approval from Health Canada and the Standards Council of Canada for release of a 
new standard that allows manufacturers to test and certify their products for health-based manganese 
removal claims. More information on the size of the potential market demand for manganese removal 
in Canada is available through an open letter from WQA’s Technical Affairs Director, Eric Yeggy.  
 

The driving force behind this standard is that Health Canada plans to issue a new health-based 
Maximum Allowable Concentration (MAC) for manganese that will apply to drinking water supplies in 
Canada. Many small drinking water systems in rural Canada rely on POU/POE devices that carry certified 
claims in order to meet their national Canadian drinking water requirements, and private well owners 
will also be impacted. For example, in northern British Columbia, approximately 95% of the public water 
systems are small systems serving less than 500 people. About 40% of these systems are expected to 
exceed the MAC, and around 25% of private wells in BC exceed the MAC.  
 

While the development of this standard was sparked by conversations with Canadian authorities, 
manganese is also becoming a health concern in the United States. As an example, Iowa recently issued 
a new manganese reporting and public notification rule that takes effect April 3. It is therefore 
important to understand that the standard can also be used in the U.S. The American National 
Standards Institute (ANSI) was consulted during development, and the new WQA standard can be used 
to test and certify health-based manganese claims under existing North American Standards, such as 
NSF/ANSI 44, 53, 58, or 62. 
 

Manufacturers who wish to help fill this gap by providing products that are tested and certified for the 
removal of manganese should contact the certification body of their choice to obtain a quote for testing 
and certification. Certification bodies who are accredited to offer this type of testing and certification 
include WQA, CSA, IAPMO, NSF International, Truesdail and UL. The new WQA standard is available for 
use by any certification body, manufacturer or stake holder at this link.  
 

Questions about the standard should be directed to Eric Yeggy (eyeggy@wqa.org) at the Water Quality 
Association.  
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