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20th ANNUAL AMERICA’S FAMILY PET EXPO PLAYS HOST TO THOUSANDS OF ANIMAL LOVERS

Show Continues Mission of Educating the Community on Responsible Pet Care; 
Secures Homes for Hundreds of Shelter Pets
MONROVIA, Calif. (April 23, 2009) – America’s Family Pet Expo, produced by World Wide Pet Industry Association, Inc® (WWPIA) and presented by Iams Pet Foods, drew a crowd of over 36,826 attendees to the OC Fair & Event Center in Costa Mesa, Calif., April 17 -19.  Now in its 20th year, the show continues to be a huge attraction for pet lovers in Southern California.  Despite effects of a sluggish economy, the Pet Expo exceeded organizers’ expectations with an attendance increase of over 5.7% from last year, providing further evidence that family-friendly entertainment options are popular during weak economic times.
Throughout the three-day event, America’s Family Pet Expo was responsible for the adoption of 519 pets from local animal shelters. With more than 1,000 animals including over 100 dog and cat breeds onsite and pet experts speaking on topics such as training your pets and choosing the proper pet for your lifestyle, the Pet Expo continually provides an educational platform that consumers of all ages can enjoy.

Doug Poindexter, president of WWPIA, considers pet adoptions and access to pet experts an important contribution to community.  “Every year America’s Family Pet Expo provides the opportunity for hundreds of animals to go home with new families. It also provides educational elements so that the new or potential pet owner goes home knowing how to properly care for their pet,” Poindexter said.  

All of the show space reserved for animal breeds, non-profits, adoption agencies and hobbyist groups was either donated or offered reduced prices on behalf of WWPIA to ensure consumers had access to a wide variety of breeds and experts. In addition to thousands of breeds and species of animals, hundreds of vendors were on hand selling the latest pet products on the market. 

The OC Fair & Event Center was also packed with special animal guests including IAMS Super Dogs, Hollywood Cats and Splash Dogs. Special visitors included Tyson the Skateboarding Bulldog, Victoria Stillwell from Animal Planet’s “It’s Me or the Dog,” as well as Pet Talk Radio’s Harrison Forbes.  
-more-
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Iams Pet Foods was the show’s presenting sponsor, while PETCO and the PETCO Foundation sponsored the pet adoption tent. Entertainment sponsors included BISSELL Homecare, Inc., AvoDerm Natural, Canidae Pet Foods, Dog Fancy and Cat Fancy magazines, Kaytee/Super Pet and PupGear. Jarden Animal Solutions, Jefferspet.com, Natural Balance Pet Foods, Inc., Pet Care Trust, PIJAC, Petsource.org, Bowtie, Inc., Fladeboe Automotive Group, Grizzly Pet Products, Marineland, Nutro Products, Inc., Oxbow Animal Health, Seachem Labratories / Jurassi Pet, S.C. Johnson, Shell Vacations Club, Scooble.com, Tetra and Veterinary Pet Insurance were also sponsors of the event.
For more information or to schedule an interview with a WWPIA representative, please call Formula at (310) 578-7050. 
ABOUT THE WORLD WIDE PET INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION

World Wide Pet Industry Association, Inc.® (WWPIA) is the oldest industry organization promoting responsible growth and development of the companion pet and related products and services.  As society’s “humanization” of pets grows stronger, WWPIA knows it is important to inform and educate the general public to ensure safe and healthy lifestyles for our animal friends.  WWPIA plays host to America’s Family Pet Expo, the largest consumer show in the world, hosted annually in Costa Mesa, Calif. The organization also holds SuperZoo (www.superzoo.org), an annual pet industry trade show that showcases a comprehensive collection of exhibits and offers a variety of informative educational seminars known as SuperZoo University.  In addition, WWPIA has developed a Web site for both the industry and the consumer called PetSource.org (www.petsource.org).  This new Web site is a one-stop resource for information on pets of all kinds.  For more information on WWPIA, please visit www.wwpia.org. 
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