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EXPANDING THE CONCEPT OF TRAVEL TRAINING  
By Linda F. Bluth, Ed.D., and featuring Ezri Bluth 

 
Every day, I read multiple education articles regarding the impact of COVID-19 on the return of children to 
school. These articles frequently include summaries of local discussions concerning the use school buses. For 
example, Education Week writers, Corey Mitchell and Evie Blad interviewed school superintendents, district 
transportation directors, national experts and others across the country. They “reviewed district and state 
planning documents and guidelines from state and national agencies for reopening schools to identify 
strategies schools are using in response to the coming transportation challenge.” After reading this and other 
stories, one thing seemed clear: there are lots of opinions. 
 

After reading another the Education Week article, written by Stephanie Shafer and entitled “Getting Kids to 
School: Tackling the COVID-19 Transportation Problem”, I recognized the absence of children among the 
individuals interviewed.  I asked myself, “What do children think about “social distancing” and “wearing 
masks? How do they feel about temperature checks at school bus stops or being required to use hand 
sanitizers prior to getting onto a school bus? Will children of different ages have different opinions? Where do 
children with disabilities fit into the recommendations for safe school bus transport?  
 

I have three great-nieces and two great-nephews (who are also just plain great, by the way) that range in age 
from six to sixteen so I decided to ask them what they think, particularly about physical distancing and wearing 
a mask on a school bus. During a Zoom meeting with my eight-year-old niece Ezri Bluth (pictured below), a 
resident of Decatur, Georgia, I asked her a series of questions.  She offered some insight that was remarkably 
astute and articulate; more on that in a minute.   
 

Since I know Ezri loves to draw, and has since she was a young child, I asked her if she would also be willing to 
draw a picture for me, to illustrate the things we discussed.  She was delighted and responded positively. (My 
reinforcement of a $25.00 gift was also well received). Here’s what she drew: 
 

 
 

Next, I asked her to write about her picture. Below is her written social story. Her dad, Justin Bluth, my 

nephew, was kind enough to type it for us (at no cost 😊). 
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Hi I’m Ezri Bluth and I made this picture because I want to make sure little kids understand what we need to 
do during COVID-19 to stay safe. I think you should wear a mask, because they are good at trapping germs. I 

also think kids should not sit next to each other on the bus. 
Here’s why, staying six feet apart makes sure germs don’t 
spread. And you should even stand six feet apart when 
you’re waiting for the school bus. And that will keep you 
healthy on the school bus.                      

 
I don’t know about you but I was impressed with Ezri’s note, 
particularly her desire to help other children understand the 
importance of social distancing and wearing a mask on the 
school bus. She helped me see and think that this activity 
could easily be duplicated by families and their children. 
Teachers can play an instrumental role in expanding this 
approach too. 
 

Ezri also helped me realize that travel training is important 
for ALL children.  The concept of travel instruction is the 
professional activity of teaching individuals, including those 
with disabilities, seniors, and others with special needs, how 
to use fixed-route public transportation independently and 
safely to access their environment and community. Travel 
instruction includes at least three different services: 
 

• Orientation explains transportation systems by sharing information about trip planning, schedules, 
maps, fare systems, mobility devices, and benefits and services. It may be conducted in a group or one-
on-one. 

• Familiarization teaches people who are experienced with traveling about a new route or mode of 
transportation. It may be conducted in a group or one-on-one. 

• Travel training is an intensive, one-on-one process to help someone gain the knowledge and skills they 
need to make trips independently. Travel training is individualized to meet each student’s unique 
needs. 

  
I have read about this concept for decades in the special education literature but never realized how this 
method of specially designed instruction could serve for safe school bus transportation under the new 
“normal” as a result of COVID-19.  If you are interested in exploring this concept, feel free to visit 
https://nationalcenterformobilitymanagement.org/by-topic/by-topic-travel-instruction/ to review a variety of 
helpful background and instructional information   
 

As school districts continue to plan for safe school bus transportation for the upcoming school year, they will 
confront ongoing challenges. These challenges will require clear steps for working with families and children to 
explore the meaning of safe transportation under COVID-19. Please remember to include children in these 
conversations. 

https://nationalcenterformobilitymanagement.org/by-topic/by-topic-travel-instruction/
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Linda F. Bluth, Ed.D., is a former President of NAPT and a member of the NAPT Hall of Fame.  She is currently serving 
her second term as a member of the Board of Directors of the NAPT Foundation, Inc, NAPT’s 501 (c) (3) educational 
affiliate. 


