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Welcome to my first installment to the weekly CSCE e-bulletin. It is hard to believe that 
two months have already passed since I was confirmed in June as President of the 
Society! I’d like to take a moment to first introduce myself. My name is Brenda McCabe, 
and until December 31, 2020, I was a professor and former Chair of civil engineering at 
University of Toronto. I joined CSCE as a student in the early 1990s. Over the years, I 
served as Chair of the Construction Division, took leading roles in at least three 
conferences, was a specialty editor of the Canadian Journal for Civil Engineering, became 
a CSCE Fellow, served as VP of Technical Divisions and Committees, and started along 
the path toward Presidency in 2019. So, I have a fairly broad perspective of CSCE.  
 
The national view of CSCE is important but the Society is driven by local sections and 
regions. Sections are the grass roots organizations that relate directly to our members. 
They interface with student chapters and offer seminar meetings to the local membership 
that enhance our civil engineering practice and community.  
 
I see the national level of the Society binding the section and regions into a network that 
is recognized globally. It provides visibility and cohesiveness to the disciplines within civil 
engineering by giving opportunity for connections with colleagues across the country. We 
are recognized around the world. I see the levels within CSCE as symbiotic. For example, 
the National Lecture Series is organized by the Society, but the sections are critical to its 
success as the lectures are hosted at the local level.  
 
But central to CSCE is the membership. As a volunteer-based professional organization, 
we depend heavily on our membership. They invest many hours to make the organization 
stronger. As a result, we have an array of exciting initiatives underway, and I plan to use 
this column to share them with you. Each week, we will highlight one initiative, innovative 
section, progressive division, or an associated activity within CSCE. I hope that you find 
them as inspiring as I do. 
 
I hope you take a few minutes each week to read what we’re up to and share your 
enthusiasm with your colleagues.  
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