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Changing of the Guard at CSCE Student Affairs and Reflections 
Charles-Darwin Annan, Ph.D., P.Eng. 
 
It has been quite a run for over eight years as chair of CSCE Student Affairs, and I believe it is 
time for a new leadership to steer the affairs of the committee and build on the successes we 
have achieved over the years. Nothing has given me greater pleasure than working with our 
passionate students. I would like to thank Dr. Alan Lloyd from the University of New 
Brunswick for accepting to take on this noble challenge. Alan served in my second group of 
committee for four years and I can attest to his passion and heart for service. Best wishes, 
Alan! You’ll do great! I would also like to thank my two groups of committee members over 
the eight years, faculty and practitioner advisors, civil engineering department chairs, and 
the National Office for embracing all the new programs and initiatives.  
 
Some Reflections! 
Taking up the reins in March 2013 with no handover notes, written or verbal, no committee 
to call on and no template to follow, I was faced with unlimited possibilities but I saw an 
opportunity to enrich student life and help advance one of the pivotal goals of CSCE to grow 
with the youth. I set out on a mission to engage civil engineering students through active 
communication and direction, providing needed resources, and developing programs and 
initiatives to help stimulate early professional consciousness; my goal was to make better 
civil engineers right from our campuses by helping our students develop in key areas of 
personal and professional development. I am very proud of how far we have come and I 
cannot list all our many programs/initiatives on this page, but here are selected highlights: 
 

- Provided useful support and resources (e.g. Student Chapter Guidebook, Annual Report 

template, Swag CSCE materials for school year kick-off events) 

- Recorded about 25 active student chapters across Canada each year pre-pandemic 
- Built a strong sense of civil engineering community through the introduction of 

Practitioner Advisors for our Student Chapters. Increased engagement with Faculty 
Advisors 

- Constantly challenged students to apply their knowledge to real life projects through 
CSCE student competitions. The Canadian Steel Bridge competition was birthed and 
became an international event. The Concrete Canoe competition became a CSCE 
National competition. The inaugural National Student Capstone competition was held 
in 2013 and has continued to showcase undergraduate student CAPSTONE projects 
to date. 

- Formed a dynamic student competition committee to manage the organization of 
student competitions 

- Introduced and held the National Student Chapter Leaders workshop annually at the 
CSCE annual conferences 

- Kept an active student affairs website (visit our gallery https://csce.ca/en/students-
gallery/) 

- Instituted free student membership fee to engage more students 

https://csce.ca/en/students-gallery/
https://csce.ca/en/students-gallery/


- Increased engagement between Student Chapters and CSCE local sections and 
regions. Strengthened inter-chapter interactions using social media 

- Increased support for students’ participation in CSCE national and regional events  

- Provided input (close to 30 articles) for the Student Voice column in the Canadian 
Civil Engineer Magazine.  

- Introduced the CSCE Student Champions as the Voice of Students in CSCE. 
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