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AGENDA            
 

8:30–8:50 AM – Registration 
 

8:50 AM – Welcome and Introductions 
 

9-10 AM – Landscape Level Concerns  
Beth Brantley – Technical Support Specialist - Bartlett Tree Research Laboratories  
 

This presentation will highlight landscape level issues across the northeast that are impacting woody plants. 

Climate change, native insect pests and pathogens, and invasive species will be discussed. Recognizing the 

continued need for conservation and stewardship of our natural resources, alternatives in landscape plant 

selection and mitigation options will be provided.  
 

Learning Objectives 
1. Learn about landscape level issues, such as climate change, and related impacts. 
2. Understand differences in woody plant defense strategies with abiotic and biotic stressors. 
3. Learn about woody plant species of concern and alternative plant selections. 
4. Understand how to mitigate the effects of landscape level issues. 

 
1 Continuing Education Credit 

 
Speaker: Dr. Beth Brantley earned a BS in Biology from Stetson University, MF in Forest Management 

from Duke University and a PhD in Plant Pathology from Penn State University. She has been with Bartlett 

Tree Experts since 2019, conducting research and providing technical support and outreach. Prior to joining 

Bartlett Tree Experts, she taught forestry and related courses at Penn State Mont Alto for 22 years. Beth is 

an ISA Board Certified Master Arborist and an SAF Certified Forester. 
 
 

10:10-11:10 AM – The Importance of a Landscape Inventory  
Mike Sherwood – Director of Arboriculture Innovations - Bartlett Tree Research Laboratories  
 



Everything is digital today including the gathering and analysis of data. A good digital landscape 

inventory can greatly aid in landscape design and stewardship. This session will look at the all the 

components of a good landscape inventory as well as explore the role of an arborist in the landscape 

inventory process.  
 
Learning Objectives 
1. Understand how landscape inventories are important to resource conservation and management. 
2. Learn about to tools available for efficient data collection, landscape analysis, and planning.  
3. Learn about the role of arborist in landscape inventories. 
4. Learn about what information should be collected for a good landscape inventory. 
 
1 Continuing Education Credit 
 
Speaker: Mike Sherwood is the Director of Arboricultural Innovations and Integration with the Bartlett 

Tree Experts, NC and has been with Bartlett since 1998. Mike formerly managed The Bartlett Inventory 

Solutions (BIS) Group. This group provides tree inventory support using Geographical Information 

Systems (GIS) and Global Positions Systems (GPS). Mike is a Registered Consulting Arborist and ISA 

Board Certified Master Arborist and earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Forest Resource 

Management from Clemson University and an Associate of Business in Natural Resource Management 

from Central Carolina Technical College. He also served eight years in the U.S. Army and South 

Carolina National Guard. 
 
 

11:20 AM–12:20 PM – From Local to Landscape: A look at drivers of urban arthropod 

populations across spatial scales  
Dr. Chris Riley – Research Entomologist and Technical Support Specialist – Bartlett Tree Research 

Laboratories  
  

Over the last couple decades, numerous researchers have explored ways in which unique properties of 

urban ecosystems and the habitats they contain influence arthropod populations. In this presentation, we 

will explore the relationship between features such as host plant origin, landscape diversity, and heat 

island effects and arthropod herbivore abundance. Introduce the notion of spatial scale and use it to 

organize these different drivers into relationships in order to design and manage more sustainable, pest-

resistant landscapes.  
 
Learning Objectives: 
1. Learn ways in which urban ecosystems constitute ecologically unique environments.  
2. Understand the importance of considering spatial scale in design and management.  
3. Learn about drivers of arthropod populations and how they differ across spatial scales. 
4. Understand how to use these relationships to manage arthropod pests. 

1 Continuing Education Credit 

Speaker: Dr. Chris Riley received his BS in Environmental Science & Policy from the University of 

Maryland in 2014 and his PhD in Entomology from The Ohio State University in 2019. He joined 

Bartlett Tree Experts in January 2020 and since then has been involved in a variety of research, technical 

support, outreach, and educational activities. Dr. Riley is currently based in Charlotte, NC but will be 

relocating to the DC area in the coming months to provide dedicated technical support to Bartlett offices 

throughout the Mid-Atlantic and research support to the DC-based non-profit, Casey Trees.  
 



 

Click here for REGISTRATION & PAYMENT FORM.  

 

 

http://www.multibriefs.com/briefs/njasla/LACES_Perspectives_RegForm060321.pdf

