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Sheriff Christopher Forbis and NWS Meteorologists Survey Storm Damage 
 

RANDALL COUNTY, TX – Randall County Sheriff Christopher Forbis and a National Weather Service 
(NWS) survey crew were out inspecting storm damage Sunday morning, March 14, at Palo Duro Canyon 
State Park and Palo Duro Zip Line Campground (a privately-owned business). “Although there is 
substantial property damage in the area, we are incredibly blessed that no one was injured or killed in 
this storm,” said Forbis. 
 
Currently, entrance to both Palo Duro Canyon State Park and Palo Duro Zip Line are restricted to 
registered campers with no word on when the areas will fully reopen. 
Two NWS survey crews from Amarillo are out investigating damage today. One crew began in Randall 
County and the other in Donley County. So far, they can confirm at least one tornado touched the 
ground in Randall County which resulted in property damage. Their surveillance of the damage will help 
determine:  
 

•         The number of tornadoes which touched down in the Texas Panhandle 

•         The path of the tornado(es) 

•         The rating of the tornado(es) based on the EF Scale 

•         The estimated dollar amount of damage 

•         The difference in straight-line wind damage v. tornado damage 
 
Palo Duro Canyon State Park officials report the Park’s approximately 100 camping sites were all rented 
for the weekend. A number of park visitors remained in the park during the storm, sheltering in many of 
the stone structures (Visitor’s Center, bathroom facilities, etc.) located at the Park. Most of the Park’s 
damage is limited to the Canyon’s rim, with no damage reported by registered campers at the bottom of 
the Canyon. Water has been shut off at the top of the Canyon, at least two power poles suffered 
damage, some power lines are down, and debris is scattered across the Park. 
 
Palo Duro Zip Line owners reported approximately 30 families and individuals with reservations at their 
facility Saturday, March 13, 2021. Randall County Sheriff deputies and Randall County Fire officials 
canvassed the area into the night. Thirteen families and individuals remained on site after the storm, 
some with completely destroyed camper trailers or RVs, and those who were unable to remain at the 
campground had made alternative lodging plans for the night. Randall County deputies spoke with all 
but three or four of the families and individuals who had reservations and thoroughly searched the 
damaged camper trailers/RVs which remained at the campground without an owner present. Randall 
County Fire officials helped to secure immediate danger to the site, and Randall County deputies 



continuously patrolled the area throughout the night to ensure the safety of the remaining campers and 
property. 
 
One residence in Sunday Canyon and one residence on south Trade Winds Rd. suffered significant 
damage, but both families at those homes were able to find safe shelter. 
 
NWS meteorologists expect their survey of the area may take more than one day. Once it is complete, 
they will release a public report. 
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