
ake Martens set up the deal 
to review the SIG SAUER 
P320 X-5 and then it was a 
matter of getting the gun in 

hand. No research had been done on the 
gun prior to its arrival, so we went into this 
review without any preconceived notions. 
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When the X5 first arrived at Parabellum, I 
discovered that four high capacity magazines 
were included. Sending enough magazines 
with the gun so that the new gun owner is 
geared up ready to go is a refreshing idea 
that has never really caught on in the gun 
world; kudos to SIG on this note! The X5 

magazines hold 21 rounds, and I discovered 
that they are reloadable with 21 rounds. 

The next very obvious fact was that this is 
a large gun. Even in the box the gun loomed 
large, and it filled the hand very nicely and 
comfortably. The narrow green fiber-optic 
front sight and the magazine well were 
the next features that grabbed attention. 
The trigger was much straighter than the 
traditional curved trigger but not flat, and 
the gun feels very well balanced in the hand. 
My first impression was that this gun was 
well thought out and designed with the 
competition world in mind. 

The frame of the pistol is modular 
polymer and includes a rail for mounting 
lights or lasers if so desired. The grip 
contains a fine grit texture on all four sides; 
it is undercut at the base of the trigger guard 
to facilitate establishing a proper grip on the 
gun. There is no mechanical safety on this 
gun, which is just fine in the competition 
world. The slide release is ambidextrous, 
and the magazine release is triangular in 
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shape to enhance the cool factor of the 
gun. The slide is lightened by three large 
ports in the top of the slide, and includes 
front cocking serrations (which should be 
mandatory on all pistols). The sights are 
Dawson Precision; the front sight is very 
narrow, and the standard fiber optic is easy 
to track while shooting. The rear sight is 
adjustable for both elevation and windage. 
The trigger has a short amount of take-up 
and breaks cleanly. There is a little bit of 
stacking on the trigger right before it breaks. 
If you are shooting drills or in a match it 
is not noticeable or problematic, but if you 
are taking your time and pressing slowly 
in dry fire, it is noticeable. The trigger is 
good enough to pull it out of the box and 
go compete. The X5 also has a plate that 
comes off to mount the SIG Romeo optic 
for Carry Optics division. The X5 comes 
with a mag well that comes off with a single 
screw. This gun is designed specifically and 
is well thought out, and comes standard 
with many of the features that normally 
have to be added to a gun from the factory. 

The first action on the range with the X5 
was out at the Riley Conservation Club. 
My son and I decided to see what this X5 
was like. After five or six misses on a steel 
plate at twenty yards it was time to adjust 

the sights. The sights were low, but easy 
to adjust and once that was accomplished 
the results were much better. The gun ran 
without malfunction right out of the box 
throughout the session. The plate rack was 
given a workout from about twenty yards, 
and good hits were the norm. The narrow 
fiber optic allowed for a great sight picture 
and ease of transitions across the array. The 
gun shot very soft with the Federal Premium 
American Eagle 115 grain rounds. 

We then adjourned to another bay and 
shot some arrays involving both Pepper 
poppers and paper targets. The steel was 

eighteen yards distant and paper varied 
from nine to 22 yards, spread out to allow 
for both difficult and easy transitions. I was 
using a holster from the lost-and-found 
box at Parabellum. The holster was made 
by SIG, but not what one would call a 
serious competition holster. I had no issues 
drawing and firing the gun, and getting 
hits on either the steel or paper. The feel 
was different than my Limited gun but 
the shooting went just fine. My son Royce 
is ten years old and weighs about seventy 
pounds; he handled the recoil from the gun 
just fine and was able to shoot some good 
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ten shot groups on the paper targets. He did 
not mind shooting the gun and shot several 
strings. This large-frame pistol soaked up 
the recoil drastically. Several Bill Drills were 
shot at the close of this first session, and my 
times were very much in line with my Bill 
Drill times with every other gun I normally 
shoot. No malfunctions were endured 
throughout the evening. 

Jake and I were able to get the gun to the 
range at the Cloverdale Conservation Club 
and shoot it through a variety of drills to 

simulate the type of things the gun would 
be asked to do in the competition world. 
We were still using the holster from the 
lost-and-found box. (If it is your holster, 
it is already back in the box, and thanks 
for the loan.) This holster is not the type a 
serious competitor would use, so keep that 
in mind in judging the numbers below. We 
were shooting at new steel plates shaped 
like Metric targets but only the Alpha and 
Charlie zones visible. The truth be told, we 
both shot a couple of deltas, but that was 
not the gun. Jake and I both shot some 
deltas; however Royce did not. 

We each did a set of draws on a single 
target at ten yards. My times ranged from 

the first one at 1.21 seconds down to the 
fastest time of 1.03 seconds. Jake ranged 
from a first shot of 1.49 seconds to a fast 
time of 1.17. The grip was easy to establish 
in the holster to bring the gun to eye level 
and pick up the sights for a quick shot. 
The large grip filled the hands very nicely, 
and the weight of the gun made recoil 
very manageable. Again, Royce was able to 
handle the recoil very well. 

The next set of drills required reloading 
on the clock. We shot an array of targets at 

10 yards with two rounds each, performed 
a reload and re-engaged the targets with 
two rounds each. We started facing the 
targets. Jake ran the drill three times, with 
times of 6.08, 6.05 and 5.96 seconds 
respectively. I ran the drill in 6.54, 6.23 
and 7.03 seconds. Neither of us had any 
trouble with the reloads during this drill or 
any other drill during the session. We both 
felt that the magazine well was really nice 
and did its job. 

We both shot some repetitions of El 
Prez. Jake shot the ubiquitous drill in 6.28 
and 6.21 seconds, and I managed to do it 
in 6.42 and 6.40 seconds. As in previous 
drills, the reload was not an issue. The 

///// SIG SAUER P320 X5

CHRONO INFO FOR SIG SAUER P320 X5
Syntech 115 grain 1171 1166 1182 1102 1161  avg=1156  Power factor 132
American Eagle FMJ 115   1165 1183 1185 1170 1172  avg=1175 Power factor 135
American Eagle FMJ 124 1088 1118 1125 1106 1109  avg=1109 Power factor 137
American Eagle FMJ 147 963 948 966 963 969    avg=961  Power factor 141
Bright Loads 124 grain   1052 1067 1040 1123 1078  avg=1075 Power factor 132
Bright Loads 124 grain syntech 1104 1072 1092 1074 1071  avg=1082 Power factor 134

generous mag well performed admirably. 
The gun balanced well and pointed well 
in this situation, but neither of us were 
accustomed to the trigger. This field test was 
absolutely cold for Jake, and I was still not 
familiar with the gun, so mid-season form 
was not to be expected. 

During this session there was one 
malfunction with the gun. We were 
shooting 115, 124 and 147 grain American 
Eagle Ammunition from Federal Premium; 
some were the new Syntech coated bullets 
and some were copper-jacketed bullets. 
There was also some of my own hand-
loaded cartridges in the mix. We had run all 
of the different loads over the chronograph. 
It is impossible to tell what load was the 
malfunction, but the round sounded light. 
The author is not very good at reloading 
9mm rounds and one of his loads was the 
likely culprit of the malfunction, but that 
cannot be determined with any kind of 
scientific certainty. However, there is no 
doubt who shot the chronograph wire, and 
it was not the author or Royce. 

During the range session we shot groups 
from a rest at 10, 25 and 50 yards with the 
X5. The results were not very impressive. 

The first set was shot from a makeshift rested 
position and the second set was shot from a 
much improved rested position, but neither 
set was anything that justified writing home 
to describe. I found the results of the group 
shooting troubling; was the problem the gun 
or was it the shooters with a mixed reputation 
on accuracy? More on this later.

Later in the week while shooting the gun 
indoors at Parabellum, I tried some groups at 
25 yards just to become more familiar with 
the trigger and how it functions. Indoors 
the groups were better than outdoors, but I 
suspect that was due to getting more familiar 
with the gun and the trigger. Having always 
been slow to warm up and to adjust, the gun 
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needed more of a chance to show what it 
was capable of doing. Perhaps it was not the 
gun that was lacking but the shooter; Jake 
has always told me that it is a gear problem 
not the shooter, but I am stubborn on the 
best days, so it may not be the gun. Things 
went better as I became more aware of how 
to approach the gun. Grim reality set in 
that it may not be the gun that was under-
performing. (A number of people I have 
worked for in the past would be in agreement 
where the blame for the under-performance 
should be placed.)

The next outing for the P320 X5 was 
the Steel Challenge match at the Riley 
Conservation Club. This match allows for 
three guns to be shot per competitor. I 
shot my normal Single Stack and Limited 
divisions, and I shot the X5 in GSSF (Go 
Shoot Steel Fast). No holster is required for 
GSSF, and therefore GSSF was my lowest 
overall time. The goal of going one for one 
on the steel was my goal. Few make-up shots 

were needed, and the gun performed well in 
the crucible of competition. The American 
Eagle ammunition was used, once again 
without a single hiccup. My questions 
about the gun’s inherent accuracy were 
greatly relieved. The Range Officer, Marvin 
Exline, himself a seasoned shooter, observed 
that the X5 did not have any trouble hitting 
plates reliably. Marvin’s observations are 
always a welcome confirmation.

During the setup for the SNS Indiana 
400, I was able to break away for another 
range session with the P320 X5. I set up three 
targets at 10, 20 and 35 yards respectively, 
and made accuracy a focus rather than speed. 
I was able to deliver good times and hits on 
the paper targets no matter the range. I was 
using the same holster, and things were going 
much better; I shot several six-shot groups at 
35 yards that resulted in all alphas, and one 

had five alphas and one Charlie. By the time 
that four to five hundred rounds had been 
fired, the trigger felt much better and the 
results were also better. During the range 
session the holster wiggle was more noticeable 
than ever before; good gear, including the 
belt and the holster, is so important to a 
good performance. The yearning for a better 
rig was enlarged. Red Hill Tactical agreed 
to send a holster for review but this review 
was already underway, so the comfort and 
quality of Red Hill Tactical was not a factor 
at this point. 

What difference might a good holster 
provide? Time will tell. As I had grown more 
familiar with the gun, the better it performed. 
Other than Jake, who takes a gun out of the 
box and goes to a match? This gun requires a 
short get-familiar period, but once familiar it 
will serve well in competition. 

In the end, the X5 is a well-thought-out, 
solid-performing gun. If you are looking for 
a gun to compete with out of the box, this 

gun answers the bell. I have run into a couple 
of guys who have one, and the only thing 
that they had done was to have a trigger job 
done on it. Competition folks are going to 
do trigger jobs, no matter how good the 
trigger is out of the box. Call a trigger job 
in the competition world due diligence, but 
two or three range sessions will put you in 
the same place. Somewhere I had read that 
it is the archer, not the arrow, that counts. 
Jake says that is crazy talk and that the bow 
has something to do with the results. If you 
are in the market for a new gun for 3-gun, 
Production or Carry Optics, do yourself a 
favor and give the SIG SAUER P320 X5 
serious consideration. The X5 is a well-
designed and well-built gun that can be 
competitive right out of the box. The P320 
X5 is going to up SIG SAUER’s presence in 
USPSA – it is that good. 
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RED HILL
TACTICAL
HOLSTERS 
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Red Hill Tactical, headquartered in 
Hagerstown, Maryland, has a num-
ber of holsters for the competition as 
well as for the everyday carry crowd. 
Red Hill Tactical sent a fine holster for 
the SIG SAUER X5; it was fit onto a 
Springer Precision offset hanger, and 
the tension screws were silver knobs 
that could be adjusted by hand with-
out tools. I shot the SIG X5 in a num-
ber of drills from this holster; it is solid 
and stays in place nicely. The draw 
stroke from the holster was smooth 
and repeatable, and re-holstering 
could be done with one hand easily 
and simply. The gun is held secure-
ly; it would be possible to cartwheel 
while wearing the gun, and the ad-
justment knobs quickly let me find 
the right amount of retention, without 
having to find the right Allen wrench 
or screw driver to adjust it.  

The holster was sharp with its red 
and black color scheme; it had two 
layers of Kydex, which their website 
says makes the holster more rigid. 

All holsters have some options for the 
shooter to choose. If you want screws 
instead of knobs for retention, ei-
ther is available. The holster can be 
made to attach to the belt via loops, 
via hanger or by Tek-Lok™. Red Hill 
has holsters available for a variety 
of guns such as the new X5 from SIG, 
1911 and 2011 guns, as well as other 
brands and models. 

After one session with the X5 
with the Red Hill Tactical holster, 
I ordered one for my Limited gun. 
(The holster I am currently using 
is old and worn, not to mention 
second-hand.) I have been quietly 
looking for a replacement for some 
time; driving home from the range it 
dawned on me that the search was 
over. A brief search on the Red Hill 
Tactical website confirmed that they 
made the model I desired, and now 
it is on the way. Check them out at 
www.redhilltactical.com.

Jake Martens
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