
UTC President & CEO Speaks at USEA’s 18th Annual State of the Energy Industry 

Forum 

UTC President & CEO Sheryl Osiene-Riggs joined the United States Energy Association’s 18th Annual State 

of the Energy Industry Forum. This USEA event attracts the CEOs of utility associations across the 

spectrum and provides perspectives on the opportunities and pressure points for the year ahead. 

Ms. Osiene-Riggs joined a panel with CEOs from the gas and the renewable energy sectors. In her 

remarks, she highlighted the progress that UTC member utilities have made in upgrading their networks 

with fiber technology and how the currently available and future funding will accelerate that effort. 

Specifically, she pointed to the efforts of investor-owned utilities, electric cooperatives and municipal 

utilities to deploy fiber optic infrastructure in their communications networks, and are accessing 

broadband funding from the Federal Communications Commission, the Department of Commerce, the 

Department of the Treasury and the Department of Agriculture. These funds help achieve multiple 

objectives: bridge the digital divide, create equity and inclusion by reaching unserved and disadvantaged 

communities and create an intelligent network prepared for the deployment of clean energy resources.  

Ms. Osiene-Riggs also lauded the availability of over $48 billion dollars as part of the bipartisan 

infrastructure package as an accelerator to creating broadband equity and inclusion in all areas of the 

country. Through the Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment Program, millions of households will 

finally realize access to robust, reliable and affordable broadband services, which are increasingly 

important post-COVID. Also, the Digital Equity Act Competitive Grant Program supports broadband 

deployment with digital equity and inclusion initiatives that are specifically tailored to promote digital 

inclusion activities, computer training, and devices and public computing centers at anchor institutions. 

In addition, the bill establishes a $1 billion grant program for the construction, improvement, or 

acquisition of middle mile infrastructure. This is an opportunity for our members to create connections 

to the internet backbone, increase service quality, avoid single point-of-failures and reduce cost of 

service. Finally, the Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program adds $2 billion to an existing $1 billion fund 

to promote broadband access on Tribal lands. 

 


