
RUS ReConnect Application Window Opens to Facilitate Rural Broadband Deployment 
 
On November 24, 2021, the Rural Utilities Service opened its on-line application portal for its $1.15 
billion Rural eConnectivity Program (ReConnect). All applications for this funding round of grants, loans 
or grant-loan combinations must be submitted by February 22, 2022. The ReConnect Program facilitates 
broadband deployment in areas of rural America that currently do not have sufficient access to 
broadband. RUS requires award winners to meet a 100 Mbps symmetrical minimum service 
requirement in all proposed service areas. In an eligible service area, 90% of the population must lack 
service at speeds of at least 100 Mbps download and 20 Mbps upload.  
 
There are four funding opportunities in this program: 

• $350 million in 100% grants for Tribal governments and socially vulnerable communities for 
winning applications in a competitive process; no match is required. 

• $350 million in 100% grants for winning applications in a competitive process; a 25% match is 
required. 

• $200 million in 100% loans at a fixed 2% interest rate without a competitive process 

• $250 million in grant-loan combinations in a competitive process. The interest rate for the loan 
is set at the Treasury rate. 

 
Applicants can be corporations, LLCs, LLPs, Cooperatives or mutual corporations, states or local 
governments, US territory or possessions as well as Indian tribes. Award funds may be used to pay for 
the following costs: 
 

• To fund the construction or improvement of facilities required to provide fixed terrestrial 
broadband service. 

• To fund reasonable pre-application expenses, not to exceed five percent of the award, incl. 
environmental review costs. 

• To fund the acquisition of an existing system that does not currently provide sufficient access to 
broadband, The acquisition is only eligible for 100 percent loan requests and the cost of the 
existing system acquisition is limited to 40 percent of the award amount requested. 

 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to Brett, Eric, or Campbell with any questions or comments.  
 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/10/25/2021-23128/rural-econnectivity-program
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