
 

FCC Adopts Several Items Affecting Utilities 
At its Open Meeting on September 30, the Federal Communications Commission adopted 

several items which directly affect utility telecommunications operations. 

 

6 GHz 

The FCC adopted a Public Notice providing the process for FCC authorization of Automated 

Frequency Coordination systems to control unlicensed standard power access devices in the 

5.925-6.425 GHz and 6.525-6.875 GHz portions of the 6 GHz band. Initial AFC proposals will be 

due by November 30, 2021 and Comments on these proposals will be due by December 21, 

2021. All proposals submitted by the initial filing deadline will be reviewed concurrently. Any 

proposals submitted after the initial filing deadline will have their own proceeding and 

comment periods.  

 

4.9 GHz 

The Order on Reconsideration and 8th Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking regarding public 

safety and non-public safety use of the 4.9 GHz band (4940-4990 MHz) seeks comment on a 

nationwide framework that would consider non-public safety use of the band, while ensuring 

that public safety communications needs are met.  The FCC specifically invites comment on 

limiting non-public safety use of the band to utilities and other critical infrastructure industries.  

In that regard, the National Public Safety Telecommunications Council has developed a band 

plan that supports utility use of the band, subject to conditions.  This proceeding could finally 

permit utilities to become co-primary licensees along with public safety. The item was approved 

by all four commissioners. 

Comments will be due 30 days and reply comments 60 days, respectively, after publication in 

the Federal Register. 

 

Resilient Networks 

The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking regarding Network Resilience is asking for comments on 

the existing voluntary framework for reporting by the wireless industry, whether it should be 

codified as well as strategies to reduce the impact of power outages on communications 

network. One of those strategies seeks comments on improved coordination between 

communications service providers and power companies to reduce the frequency, duration, or 

severity of power-related disruptions to communications services. The item was approved by all 

four commissioners. 

Comments will be due 30 days and reply comments 60 days, respectively, after publication in 

the Federal Register. 

 

Spectrum Requirements for the Internet of Things 

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-21-100A1.pdf
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/xBHvCW6zA5UVNMOCKsfTV
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-21-99A1.pdf


Last, but not least, the Commission adopted a Notice of Inquiry regarding Spectrum 

Requirements for the Internet of Things (IoT. The NOI seeks comment on the IoT’s current and 

future spectrum needs, specifically on whether adequate commercial wireless spectrum is 

available that could support the growing IoT and, if not, how to ensure that adequate spectrum 

is available. The Commission requests information on potential regulatory barriers to providing 

any needed spectrum that would support the IoT and how the role of unlicensed operations in 

licensed spectrum will affect the growth of the IoT. Comments will be due on November 1, 

2021 and reply comments on November 16, 2021. 

  

UTC is asking our members to join UTC calls discussing these matters, contribute to UTC’s 

comments and encourage your companies to file comments. Please contact Brett Kilbourne or 

Eric Wagner for more information. 

   

 

 

 

 

https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-21-103A1.pdf

