
House Passes Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act - President 
Announces Signing  
 
Late on Friday, November 5, the US House of Representatives voted 228 to 206 to pass the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA). While 6 Democrats opposed the bill, 13 
Republicans supported it. The Senate had passed the bill on August 10, 2021, with bipartisan 
support by a vote of 69-30. President Biden has announced to sign the bill into law after law 
makers return from a one-week break. The $1.2 trillion dollar bill includes $550 billion in new 
infrastructure spending and is expected to add, on average, about 2 million jobs per year over 
the coming decade. 
 
The bill had been held up in the House where progressive Democrats insisted on tying the vote 
to the bigger Build Back Better Act (aka Reconciliation Bill), which is now about $1.75 trillion, 
down from the originally proposed $3.5 trillion. The infrastructure bill came to the floor after 
receiving assurances to vote on the Reconciliation bill provided the Congressional Budget Office 
(CBO) cost score will show that the plan will not add to the budget deficit. That decision is 
expected in the week of November 15. 
 
Of particular interest to UTC member are the $65 billion for broadband access for rural areas, 
low-income families and tribal communities; and $14 billion of the total is designated to helping 
reduce Internet bills for low-income citizens. Most of the money will be made available through 
grants to states. States will have some discretion in designing their funding programs, so it will 
be important to coordinate with the respective state broadband offices. 
 
Power infrastructure receives $65 billion with which the IIJA creates a Grid Deployment 
Authority to oversee electricity grid upgrades and gives additional siting authority to the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. Power grid infrastructure will see upgrades through the 
building of thousands of miles of new transmission lines which will enable the expansion of 
renewables and clean energy. The bill includes spending on nuclear power and carbon capture 
technology and provides funds to prevent hacking of the power grid 
 
In addition, $7.5 billion is authorized for electric vehicle charging stations as part of reaching 
the administration’s goal of building a nationwide network of 500,000 EV chargers. 
 
While almost all programs experienced substantial cuts, a proposed $363 billion clean energy 
tax credit was left out of the bill entirely as well as $100 billion for workforce development, to 
help dislocated workers, assist underserved groups and put students on career paths before 
they graduate high school. 
 
 


